Wall of Heroes Project
PURPOSE:
The “WALL OF HEROES” serves as a reminder of the hardships and bravery our veterans have endured for our nation.
Patients, visitors, staff and volunteers at the VA Puget Sound Health Care System (VAPSHCS) are reminded daily of the hardships and bravery our veterans have endured for our nation.  The Seattle Division will dedicate a “Wall of Heroes” on June 29, 2009, which will include information about the personal award and citation for heroism or valor and a photograph of each inductee.  
CRITERIA: 

The criteria for induction are as follows:   Veterans should have been decorated with a personal award and citation for heroism or valor.  Awards are reviewed and authenticated with a release form signed by the veteran to authorize the required verification.  Awards will be ranked following military ranking, i.e. Congressional Medal of Honor being the highest possible decoration.  Multiple awards for bravery, receipt of a Purple Heart, and prisoner of war status are also considered. 
SUBMISSION:
Submissions of potential honorees are received from individual veterans, their family members, county veteran’s service officers, service organizations and others.  This is an on-going project, so submissions can be sent at any time.  The applications will be reviewed and an inductee selected Sept. 15th of each year.  The announcement will be made at the Seattle Division’s Veterans Day celebration held in November each year.  The liaison for application forms and submissions for consideration by the Wall of Heroes Committee is Fran Schirman, Voluntary Service Specialist.  Each submission needs to include copies, not originals, of awards and citations or their latest copy of Form DD214, a completed authorization for verification form, and a completed submission coversheet.  Fran can be contacted at (253) 583-1078 or by e-mail at Frances.Schirman@va.gov to receive a submission packet.  Submissions are reviewed for authenticity of awards through the Department of Veterans Affairs Veterans Benefits Administration which has its headquarters in Seattle.  

 
