
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY 

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

American Lake Ground-Based Heat Pump System and Parking Lot Improvements 
Puget Sound Health Care System 

American Lake Division, Tacoma, WA 

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announces the preparation and availability of a “Draft 
Environmental Assessment” (DEA) for the proposed construction associated with the American Lake 
Ground-Based Heat Pump System and Parking Lot Improvements, located at the American Lake VA, 
Tacoma, Washington.  This project will construct two new geothermal well fields for the creation of a 
ground source heat pump system to serve existing campus buildings and anticipated future 
development.  The project also includes the construction of a 95-space parking lot, including pervious 
pavement and stormwater treatment features.  The DEA has been prepared in accordance with the 
regulations for implementing the procedural provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), 
(Public Law 91-190, 42 USC 4321-4347 January 1, 1970), amendments, and VA’s Implementing 
Regulations (38 CFR Part 26).  VA intends to issue a “Finding of No Significant Impact” (FONSI) following 
a thirty-day comment period in accordance with the Council on Environment Quality Regulations for 
Implementing NEPA, Section 1508.13, provided there are no substantive comments which warrant 
further evaluation. 

Digital copies of the DEA may be downloaded at the following web address:   
http://www. pugetsound.va.gov/Notices_of_Availability.asp  

For further information and/or a copy of the DEA, please contact the Energy Engineer, Puget Sound 
Health Care System at the following:   

 Stephen Matthes, PE 
VA Puget Sound Health Care System 
1660 S Columbian Way  
Seattle, WA  98108 
S-138 
 
206-764-2035 


