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New Announcement on
the RCO SharePoint!
“To Scan or Not to Scan”
Click here
Contact us if you need
access to our SharePoint!

Celebrating 90 Years of
Research Excellence

Research Week May 18-22, 2015

VA Historic

Accomplishments:
Pioneered & developed
electronic medical records
Developed implantable
cardiac pacemaker
Conducted first successful
liver transplant
Created nicotine patch
Crafted artificial limbs that
move naturally when
stimulated by electrical brain
impulses
Identified genetic risk factors
for schizophrenia,
Alzheimer’s and Werner’s
syndrome
Applied bar-code software

for administering medications
to patients

[Ref: Baltimore Sun, 10/23/14]

Questions or comments? Email:
PUGRESEARCHCOMPLIANCE@VA.GOV

Certificates of Confidentiality (CoC)
And CPRS Progress Notes
**ORD FAQs**

What can be in a CPRS Progress Note entry so as to not compromise
the protections afforded by the CoC and communicate to non-
research related providers?

= PIs must make the determination of what should be placed in the
progress note regarding the impact of the research on care of patients.

= If it is necessary to disclose information about the subject’s participation
in a study that would be protected under a CoC, a CoC should not be
pursued. Patient safety is always the priority.

= Outpatient visits, for research purpose only, need to be coded in order
to bill for research but should not include the name of the study.

If the informed consent includes a statement that subjects’

participation in the study will be included in the VHA Health Record,

could VA investigators include information protected by the CoC in

the VHA Health Record?

= No, even though VHA considers medical records to be confidential.
Information placed there is available to anyone who has access.

= The medical record is a location not considered to be protected for
purposes of the CoC.

[Ref: ORD Guidance on Certificates of Confidentiality, 4/23/15]
Revised Training Requirements

= Training is now required every 3-years for human subject research.
R&D instructions for that training are on our SharePoint: Click here

= All individuals involved in conducting VA human subjects research are
required to complete training in ethical principals for human subjects
research. This does not affect any completion certificates that have
already been earned, and the total number of modules required will not
change. Specific requirements can be found on ORD’s Web site at: click
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or John at 6-5645 or Joanne at 6-4616
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