Wall of Heroes Project
Purpose:
The Wall of Heroes serves as a reminder of the hardships, bravery, and sacrifice our local Veterans have endured for their fellow Veteran and our nation.
This is a public display located on the Veterans Pathway at the Seattle Division of the VA Puget Sound Health Care System where patients, visitors, staff and volunteers can view the framed personal presentations of several local Veteran heroes, living or deceased, and reflect on their stories.  The newest inductee(s) will be announced each year on Veterans Day at the Seattle Division.
Criteria:
The scoring criteria for induction are as follows:
· Honorably discharged as reflected in a copy of the DD214
· Ties to Western Washington
· Veteran must have one personal award or significant achievement.  Awards are reviewed and authenticated with a release form signed by the Veteran, or legally authorized person, to obtain the required verification through the Department of Veterans Affairs Veterans Benefits and by their DD214.  Awards will be ranked following military ranking, e.g. Congressional Medal of Honor being the highest possible decoration.  Multiple awards for bravery, receipt of a Purple Heart, and prisoner of war status are also considered
· Service to the Veteran community after discharge
Please note the selection committee is aware that each Veteran’s experience is unique and may not fulfill each of the above mentioned criteria.  Therefore, the board will consider each submission based on its own merit.
Submission:
Submissions of nominations are received from individual Veterans, their family members, county Veteran Service Officers, Veteran Service Organizations and others.  Voluntary Service will start accepting applications after Memorial Day weekend through the Friday before Labor Day weekend.  The applications will be reviewed and an inductee selected by September 15th of each year.   Each submission needs to include completed Wall of Heroes Nomination Form, copies (not originals) of awards and citations, DD214, a narrative on post-military contributions to serve the Veteran community, the Request for and Consent to Release of Information from Individual’s Records (3288), and Consent for Use of Picture and/or Voice(10-3203).  
[bookmark: _GoBack]The liaison for application forms and submissions for consideration by the Wall of Heroes Committee is Michele Larsen, Voluntary Service Specialist.  Michele can be contacted directly at VA Puget Sound Health Care System-Seattle Division, Voluntary Service S-135, 1660 S Columbian Way, Seattle, WA  98108 or by e-mail at PUGVoluntarysvc@va.gov to receive a submission packet.
